BUDGET, From A1 



Battle Over Budget 
Takes Shape on Hill 

Taxes, Defense, Health at Issue 



By Eric Pianin 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Congressional Republican leaders expressed 
confidence yesterday that their plans for balanc- 
ing the budget will pass the House and Senate 
next week. Yet the contentious fight looming in 
the Senate over defense spending, taxes and 
Medicare highlights the reahty that the tidy pack- 
ages will undergo profound changes before Ccm- 
gress completes its work. 

After a fractious marathon meeting lasting un- 
til 1 a.m. yesterday, the House Budget Commit- 
tee voted 25 to 17 to approve a GOP plan that 
would cut taxes and reduce future spending by an 
estimated $1.4 trillion over seven years. Conser- 
vative Democrat Mike Parker (Miss.) voted with 
the Republicans. The Senate Budget Cximmittee 
late yesterday voted 12 to 10 along party lines to 
approve a similar plan that would save nearly $1 
trillion over the same period, but without cutting 
taxes. 

The budget resolutions are a blueprint for 
achieving the OOP’s overarching goal of eliminat- 
ing the deficit by 2002. They are not binding on 
the tax-writing, appropriating and other authoriz- 
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ing committees that can cut spending and change or kill 
programs as they see fit, provided they achieve specific 
targets for balancing the budget contained in the resolu- 
tion. 

A Republics Senate aide said yesterday, “It would 
take a Houdini to still get to balance and accommodate 
the defense spenders, the tax cutters and those who just 
want to get to balance and think the budget already cuts 
enough.” 

The debate this week over the two budget plans has 
been togely dominated by Democratic complaints that 
Republic's are seeking to dismantle government and 
gut sensitive social welfare programs in order to elimi- 
nate the deficit and finance the House GOP-inspired tax 
pits. More than a third of the proposed deficit reduction 
in both plans would come from Medicare, Medicaid and 
other programs for the poor, children and the elderly. 

“This is a very risky thing, this budget, and we’re go- 
' ing to regret it down the road,” said Sen. Christopher J. 
Dodd (D-Conn.). Vice President Gore, in a speech at the 
Health and Human Services Department, said the pro- 
posed Medicare cuts would lead to “dramatically fewer 
: benefits, dramatically higher costs and dramatically less 
choice.” Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles (D), meanwhile, 
called the Republicans’ Medicaid and welfare reform pro- 
posals an “attempt to balance the federal budget on the 
backs of the states” and “just plain wrong.” 

Republican defense hawks, including Sens. John 
! McCain (Aiiz.) and Don Nickles (Okla.) said yesterday 
they strongly oppose a Senate budget provision allowing 
tWs year’s $270 billion defense budget to dip to $256 bil- 
lion over the next three years before rising again, along 
the lines proposed by President Clinton. 

McCain, an influential Armed Services Committee 
member, dismissed the proposal as “unconscionable.” He 
and others, including Sen. Sam Nunn (Ga.), r anking 
Democrat on the committee, vowed to press for an 
amendment on the floor to increase the spending levels 
to those contained in the House budget plan. The House 
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